
The
Cambridge
Quarterly
Winter 2012

In this Issue...

Money Saving Mobile 
Apps

Frugality's Hourly Rate

67 Hunt Street     Agawam, MA 01001
Phone: (800) 527-7595      Fax: (800) 757-1481

www.cambridgecredit.org      www.goodpayer.com

The mobile phone is starting to overtake the dog as 
man's best friend. Add in a few money-saving mobile 
applications (apps) and it will be even harder to put 
down your phone.

Google Shopper
Powered by Google Product Search, the app brings 
smarter shopping to the smartphone world. With 
free install, users instantly have access to detailed 
product information, such as price, consumer ratings, 
and reviews. All simply by scanning barcodes with 
your phone.

Other search methods include text and voice searches, 
and app recognition of numerous covers of products. 
Find local deals for many US cities on products and 
services in the "Today's Offer" section.
Bragging rights have been earned. AppBrain cites 
the app has 250,000 downloads and 30,090 ratings 
of 4.17 on average.

Skype App
Skype, which uses the internet to make voice calls, 
has unleashed a related mobile app to save money 
on the go. 

The app is available for iOS, Android, and 
Symbian.

Key features are free Skype-to-Skype calls and 
free video calls on Skype for iPhone. Download 
is free, and savings are evident on both local and 
international calls. Affordable options are pay-as-
you-go or by subscription.

Recognition for the software is mounting. The Skype 
Mobile App was named best money-saving mobile 
app by Carphone Warehouse Appy Awards in the 
UK in 2011.
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Price Grabber
Compare product prices and save! Price Grabber is 
available for the iPad, iPhone, and Android.

Users have the product reviews for thousands 
of online merchants at their fi ngertips, literally. 
Product features such as price are clearly displayed 
to prevent spending excess money or purchasing 
incorrect products.

The app also lets you set the dollar amount you 
want to spend on a product and alerts you when 
the limit is reached.

Shop Savvy
No small mention here, Shop Savvy is tagged as 
"the leading mobile shopping assistant" by the 
Marketwire website. Version 5 was released in 
November of 2011 for the iPhone and Android.

Save time and money through in-app purchasing 
from large scale retailers, such as Walmart.com and 
Target.com. Find items as well by scanning barcodes 
using the app or through keyword search.

The app has garnered over 20 million downloads 
and over 10 million current unique users according 
to Marketwire.

Mobile apps provide multiple ways to save money 
while on the go. Additional apps feature local deals 
and coupons, and provide consumers savings on 
restaurants and trips. Perfect for a busy lifestyle!
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Click www.stretcher.com to visit the site.

Tell your Friends and Family there is 
a Simple, Safe way out of debt.  

Have them call 1-800-CAMBRIDGE 
(800-226-2743) today!  



Frugality's Hourly Rate   By Veronica Bowman

Do you sometimes wonder if it is actually worth the 
investment of time that clipping and using coupons 
and comparison shopping takes? If the hours of 
your day are fi lled with numerous work and family 
obligations, you probably think you simply don't 
have time for coupon clipping and bargain hunting. 
But, if you divide the task into small increments of 
time, you may discover clever ways to incorporate 
coupon clipping and comparison shopping into your 
routine.

Have you ever considered how much clipping 
coupons, comparison shopping, and perfecting your 
frugal shopping skills pays? Just for a few moments 
consider the following ideas and you might be 
surprised to discover how much the hourly pay rate 
can be for practicing frugality.

Shopping with coupons is a popular frugal shopping 
strategy. It really is a good way to save money. You can 
begin saving money with coupons simply by devoting 
a small amount of your time to the process.

Start by keeping a coupon box handy to toss in 
coupons, sale circulars, or coupon booklets you 
fi nd throughout the day or week.

Take time to devise a coupon fi ling system that 
works for you. You only have to do this once and 
it will save you a considerable amount of time and 
frustration in the future.

Devote 30 minutes once or twice a week to 
sorting, clipping, and fi ling the coupons.

Spend 30 minutes once or twice a week searching 
for coupons online.

Before you go grocery shopping, set aside 30 
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•
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minutes to look through weekly sale circulars, 
make a shopping list, and pull out the coupons 
that apply to your list.

During an average week, you will have devoted about 
two hours to clipping and fi ling coupons, browsing 
sale circulars, and creating a shopping list. By using 
coupons, buying sale items, using store loyalty cards, 
and possibly taking advantage of rebates, you could 
save $25, $30, or possibly more on your weekly 
shopping trip. That translates into an average pay of 
around $12 to $15 per hour for the time you spent 
preparing for a frugal shopping adventure. While you 
won't actually receive cash in hand in that amount, 
that is money that can remain in the budget and will 
be available for future use or savings.

I usually shop at local stores where I'm familiar with 
their sale cycle and can plan my shopping accordingly. 
However, once in a while, it pays to take advantage 
of great deals at a different store. 

Recently, I knew I would be driving through a town 
with a different grocery store from those I usually 
shop at. I had acquired a loyalty card while passing 
by on a previous trip because I knew that at times this 

store offered great "buy 1, get 1 free," "buy 1 get 2 
free," or even some "buy 2 get 3 free" deals. I spent 
about 30 minutes checking their circular online, going 
through my coupon fi le, and making a shopping list. 
As it turned out, this store had items that I had free 
product coupons for but couldn't fi nd the product 
locally. Using coupons and taking advantage of 
their fantastic "freebies," I bought over $100 worth 
of groceries, pet food, and household supplies for 
$54. The return on that 30 minute pre-shopping time 
invested was great.

Some of my best saving opportunities come from 
patiently waiting until stores with loyalty cards offer 
sales on items I have coupons for. For example, I will 
clip a coupon for $1 off $2.99 breakfast bars, wait for 
the week they are on sale as BOGO offers with card 
and end up paying $1 per box. Using the strategy 
of combining store sales and coupons, I can easily 
increase my savings per shopping trip.

Not only are coupons helpful to the budget, so is 
comparison shopping. The time invested in reading 
customer reviews and comparing prices online for big 
ticket items can save you a lot of time and money by 
helping you make good choices.

Considering money saved as payment for time invested 
in coupon clipping and comparison shopping can give 
you an entirely new perspective on frugality.

Cambridge has developed a collaboration with 
The Dollar Stretcher website (www.stretcher.com).  
This helpful site contains thousands of articles 
showing consumers how to save money and improve 
their financial lives.  Both articles in this edition 
of the Quarterly were originally published on the 

Dollar Stretcher website.  


